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His Majesty's Ministers do not propose to advise or request any exercise
of the Royal prerogative in existing circumstances, or until they have
submitted their plan to Parliament. If in their judgment, it should
become their duty to tender any such advice, they would do so when—
and not before—the actual necessity may arise.
Further to make the position quite clear Asquith took the first
opportunity after Parliament met (21st February) to disabuse his
supporters of the idea that he had either asked for or received
" guarantees " from the King :
" I tell the House quite frankly that I have received no such guarantee,
and that I have asked for no such guarantee. In my judgment it is the
duty of responsible politicians in this country, as long as possible and as
far as possible, to keep the name of the Sovereign and the prerogatives
of the Crown outside the domain of party politics. If the occasion
should arise, I should not hesitate to tender such advice to the Crown as
in the circumstances the exigencies of the situation appear to warrant in
the public interest. But to ask, in advance, for a blank authority, for
an indefinite exercise of the Royal Prerogative, in regard to a measure
which has never been submitted to, or approved by, the House of
Commons, is a request which, in my judgment, no constitutional statesman
can properly make, and it is a concession which the Sovereign cannot be
expected to grant."
Sound doctrine which, in the circumstances, it was very necessary
to affirm, but it came as disillusion and disappointment to a multitude
which was looking for immediate spirited action, and the ringing
emphasis with which it was stated was too much in the Aristides
manner for some tastes. There were cries of disappointment from
even loyal members of the Party,
in
The anxieties of the next few weeks may be read in Asquith's
Cabinet letters to the King. " Redmond cold and critical if not
avowedly hostile " ; " anxiety in the Liberal Party and a good deal
of mistrust as to the plans and intentions of the Government."
** The situation in many of its aspects precarious, though not imme-
diately dangerous." On 25th February he reports that " in view of
the exorbitant demands of mx. Redmond and his followers, and the
impossibility under existing circumstances of counting upon a
stable Government majority, certain Ministers were of opinion that

